Rizal Park ready to accommodate millions of Black Nazarene devotees
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The National Parks Development Committee (NPDC) yesterday assure the public that the Rizal park is 100% percent ready for the expected influx of millions of devotees for the annual feast of the Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno, more popularly known as the Black Nazarene starting this coming Sunday.
According to NPDC Executive Director Juliet Villegas that park is ready for massive crowd that will participate in the “Pahalik” this coming Sunday and the annual procession were a huge mammoth crowd estimated to around eight million bare-footed devotees are expected to join.
Villegas said that security inside the park particularly along the vicinity of the Quirino Granstand will be intensified starting Saturday afternoon and tourist police inside the area together with members of the Manila Police District (MPD) and Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA).
She added that the park also has enough parking spaces for those who wish to bring their vehicles and attend annual festivities for the 405-year old religious image which first came from Acapulco, Mexico during the 15th century.
The director also noted several portable toilets (portalets) will be place in various specific locations across Rizal Park for those who wish to urinate and those who can’t control the call of nature.
Authorities in the park said they are expecting the religious image to arrive at the grandstand anytime by Saturday but they didn’t disclosed the specific time since devotees will be allowed to venerate and kiss the miraculous image starting Sunday morning, where vigil that will last overnight will be hold before the big event on the upcoming feast day of the patron on Monday.
The NPDC director also appealed to the devotees to maintain cleanliness and order inside the park and advised them to bring their own trash bags at least to minimize the volume of garbage that will spread across the area.
“Garbage volume has been a problem since the Black Nazarene was brought at the Grandstand for the Pahalik so we are appealing to the devotees to be responsible enough and bring their own trash bags to help us minimize the amount of waste along the park. Puede na din nilang parte yun nang kanila pagsasakripsyo para sa Mahal na Poong Nazareno”, Villegas said.
She also noted that the action and information booth will be place inside the park as they are expecting reported cases of missing children like what happened in the previous years. 
