RIZAL PARK EMPLOYEES IN BOODLE FIGHT
FOR ITS NEW MISSION
by Ken Montegrande
An estimate of 400 people consisting of employees from the agency managing the biggest historical open park in Asia – the Rizal Park, also known as Luneta, gathered yesterday at the ‘Heidelberg Drinking Fountain’ to dig in and get their fill of various Filipino delicacies during their lunchtime through a ‘boodle fight’.
 
Aside from rice, the infamous itlog na maalat (salted egg), nilagang talong at okra, adobong manok, binagoongang baboy, pinangat na isdang tulingan from Batangas and green mangoes with fish paste, onion and tomato were among the chows served by the National Parks Development Committee (NPDC).
 
According to NPDC Executive Director Juliet Villegas, the said event aims to deepen the relationship, emphasize the values of unity and cooperation, and enhance the skills of the employees of the said park, as they serve as frontliners and key players in the agency’s on-going campaign to bring back the beauty and glory of Rizal Park.
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Moreover, NPDC wishes to make it known to the public that the employees who care for Rizal Park are ready to celebrate the up-coming birthday of Dr. Jose Rizal himself, who turns 150 years old come June 19, 2011.
 
“The ‘boodle fight’ is a call for the employees of the National Parks Development Committee in Rizal Park to take part in an important mission – and that is to show everyone that we have geared up and are working hard to help renovate and transform the old, disregarded park with all means possible. Rizal Park will experience a major change come June of the current year, the month when we all celebrate the birth of our national hero. I’m certain that this is something that’s sure to look forward to,” said Villegas.
 
Some of the examples given by the said official are the on-going development of the Relief Map, the ‘Heidelberg Fountain’, Chinese and Japanese Gardens, and the completion of the Musical Dancing Fountain, among others. The Relief Map shall feature a large replica of the Philippines, while the ‘Heidelberg Drinking Fountain’, known as Rizal’s favorite refreshment spot while he was in Hidleberg, Germany, and the Bust of Ferdinand Blumentritt are currently being revamped. The drinking fountain was given by Germany’s government as their token of appreciation for Rizal’s contribution to their history. Blumentritt can be remembered as one of Rizal’s closest friends and teacher who helped him in his fight for freedom.  
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