Rizal Park Musical Dancing Fountain
Reopens for Free Public View this Christmas Season
The Department of Tourism formally opened the biggest and most vibrant musical dancing fountain of the country – the Rizal Park Central Lagoon Musical Dancing Fountain – yesterday as an early Christmas treat for Filipinos.
The inauguration was personally led by Tourism Secretary Alberto Lim with Tourism Infrastructure Enterprise Zone Authority (TIEZA) Chief Operating Officer Mark Lapid and National Parks Development Committee (NPDC) Executive Director Juliet Villegas, presidential sister Ma. Elena Aquino-Cruz, Department of Social Welfare and Development Secretary Dinky Soliman, Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim, and Manila Hotel Vice-President Enrique Yap and was graced by 10,000 guests that included government officials and employees, students, Rizal Park stakeholders, and Non-Government Organizations (NGO’s).
According to Lim, the Rizal Park Central Lagoon Musical Dancing Fountain, known by its former name ‘Luneta Fountain at the Central Lagoon’, was designed by Philippine-born German national William Schaare and was known as the “most colorful and advance choreographed fountain” worldwide starting 1968 till 1986. However, it was neglected and left uncared for as years passed by. 
Through his directive to Executive Director Villegas, the fountain was restored, revamped, and was given loads of ‘water effects features’, like the 88 feet pulsating high center jet, peacock spray water screen where the public can view a movie using the water as the movie screen, and the synchronized dancing fountain that’s accompanied by various eye-catching colors and music.
“The Luneta Fountain at the Central Lagoon was built sometime in 1968. And when it was renovated during the 1970’s and made it musically activated with brilliant coloured lightning effects at night and modified it with a revolving robotic fountain with 3 degrees of motions, it was recognized to be become the most colourful and advanced choreographed fountain not only in Asia but in the whole world. While the Luneta Dancing Fountain was the pioneer and the number one in high-tech fountain from 1968 to 1986, this once beautiful enhancing fountain with advanced technologies was left un-operational,” Lim stated.
Lim is confident that the Rizal Park, particularly the Rizal Park Central Lagoon Musical Dancing Fountain, will be one of the countries main attractions that will lure more foreign tourists and will help in uplifting the tourism industry of the Philippines.
According to Villegas, the beautification of the said fountain is just part of the total make-over and renovation of the 528.833 square-meter Rizal Park. The dancing fountain and peacock water screen fountain that was opened to the public is just the first part of the project plan for the Rizal Park Central Lagoon Musical Dancing Fountain. The said infrastructure, she adds, was still designed by William Schaare, and will surely captivate the public by the time of its completion on April 2011.
“Today, with the government and the Department of Tourism’s thrust to bring back the glory of Rizal Park, the once beautiful, historical and renowned fountain shall once again entertain both domestic and foreign tourists with its amazing water features and effects,” Villegas explained.
Villegas also said that the Rizal Park Children’s Playground, which was already introduced to the public last December 1, is also one of DOT, TIEZA, and NPDC’s means to give enjoyment to the Filipino youth. At the moment, the renovation of the Relief Map, Chinese Garden, Chess Plaza, Orchidarium, and other major attractions of the park has already begun in cooperation with the Rizal Park stakeholders and NGO’s. 


