Restoration Of Rizal Park Lauded By Diplomats
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The National Parks Development Committee gained commendations and praises from various embassies within the country for the re-launching and rebuilding of Rizal Park to regain its old fame and glory.
 
Austria Ambassador Wilhelm Donko and Czech Republic Ambassador Josef Rychtar announced their delight as they witnessed Rizal Park ’s most recent innovation, the infamous Musical Dancing Fountain, during their visit and tour in NPDC’s office and in the biggest open park in Asia .
 
According to NPDC Executive Director Juliet Villegas, the foreign diplomats’ visit is a big help to boost the image of the park and is a means to intrigue people from all corners of the world to visit the said park in the Philippines .
 
Meanwhile, Villegas was thrilled of Wihelm and Rychtar’s initiatives to assist in the modification and beautification of the area where Ferdinand Blumentritt’s bust could be found. Blumentritt was known as one of Jose Rizal’s closest friends and was the national hero’s mentors who taught him how to defend the country’s freedom and interests against the Spaniards.
 
“Our initiative to bring back the old glory or Rizal Park is now seen not only by local folks, but by people from other countries as well. Our visitors from Austria and Czech Republic are very much interested and are considering the possibilities of forming a partnership to help develop Ferdinand Blumentritt’s monument. We want to educate the Filipino people, specially the young generation, of the important role played by Ferdinand Blumentritt in Dr. Jose Rizal’s life,” Villegas said.
 
Rychtar agreed and stated that due to Rizal and Blumentritt’s friendship, cultural exchanges are also essential to increase the public’s knowledge. “It is also one way to encourage or invite our people to visit Rizal Park to see this area (Blumentritt bust) to let them feel the importance of Dr. Jose Rizal and Ferdinand Blumentritt’s friendship. As a best friend and mentor of Dr. Jose Rizal in his fight for freedom and light, it is important for both races to have cultural exchanges,” Rychtar declared.
 
This Friday, (March 4), Finland Ambassador Heikki Hannikainen is set to visit Rizal Park. Foreign diplomats from Spain , Germany , and China are expected to follow soon after.
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