Luneta gets facelift in time for Rizal's 150th birthday
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MANILA, Philippines - The National Parks Development Committee (NPDC) is not sitting idly by as Jose Rizal's 150th birthday draws near.
In preparation for the late national hero's birthday celebration, the NPDC has been refurbishing the Luneta Park (also called Rizal Park) by sprucing up its gardens, repainting its statues and adding new facilities.
As early as December last year, the committee installed closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras and started playing children's songs at the park's new Children's Playground, which took 30 days to complete with the help of the Tourism Department headed by Secretary Alberto Lim.
"I call it the 'shock treatment.' People come here and are surprised at how beautiful and clean Rizal Park has become," NPDC executive director Juliet Villegas said in a statement.
With the help of volunteers and support from the private sector, NPDC looks to complete Luneta Park's facelift ahead of its 2016 deadline.
Among the committee's plans are the addition of a free Wi-Fi zone, repair of the park's underground drainage system, and possible underground parking spaces and passages to ease the volume of vehicles.
Another treasure set to be revived is a drinking fountain donated by the town of Heidelberg in Germany, where Rizal wrote the last chapter of his masterpiece novel Noli Me Tangere. The fountain will serve as the centerpiece of a planned Noli Me Tangere garden.
By 2012, the NPDC, the Tourism Department and several other historical organizations hopes to renovate the Rizal monument and launch the park's relief map, as well as come up with a Rizal Heritage Trail that tourists may follow all over the country.
"People are so eager to have a beautiful park like this as an alternative to the malls. It it our goal along with the NPDC for them to feel that the Rizal Park is a citizens' park, a park for all," Lim said.
He continued, "We hope to transform Rizal Park into a world-class urban park where Filipinos and visitors can rediscover history and heritage amidst the fresh air from the famed Manila bay."
Luneta Park, formerly Bagumbayan, is the same spot where Rizal was executed by firing squad on December 30, 1986 for opposing Spanish colonialism mainly through his literary works.
Several groups have been preparing for the celebration of Rizal's birthday. Among them are the Philippine Center for Gifted Education (PCGE), which recently launched a search for 35 young Filipinos who can "commit their lives" to the ideals of the country's national hero.
Rizal is known for his statement, "Ang kabataan ang pag-asa ng bayan" (The youth is the hope of our nation).
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