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Concurrent with the on-going rehabilitation and the quest of bringing back the old fame of Rizal Park, also known as Luneta, peddlers and vendors within the said park can now enjoy  protection, the necessary assistance  provided for by the NPDC.
 
The National Parks Development Committee (NPDC) has designated an area within the Japanese Garden as  the locator’s  area for “Organized Vending Program” for the park’s vendors.
 
According to NPDC Phase-Two Supervisor Ma. Angela Karamihan, this move  aims to put the ambulant vendors that litter Rizal Park altogether in a more decent, clean place to conduct business. The said agency also intends to save the minute earnings of the vendors from illegal activities and collections made by different groups who introduce themselves as members of the Police or local forces, based on the complaints submitted by the vendors themselves.
 
“The over-all welfare of the vendors around and within Rizal Park is invaluable to us, thus, through the efforts of our most energetic Executive Dir/ector, Ms. Juliet Villegas, we have made a campaign to provide clean and decent areas for our fellow Filipinos who wish to earn a living within Rizal Park. The said place will be inside the vicinity of the Japanese Garden, and is intentionally established to protect them from groups who may harm them,” explained Karamihan.
 
The said program will also give way to a cleaner, more organized park, and will give parkgoers a sense of security whenever they buy food and goods from the peddlers, especially now that the park has gained world-wide popularity since its rehabilitation on September 2010. The park now features the stunning Rizal Park Musical Dancing Fountain in the Central Lagoon and the Rizal Park Children’s Playground.
 
Karamihan urges other vendors in Rizal Park, particularly those who have stayed in the park for years, to get in touch with the NPDC Administrations Office should they wish to avail of a stall within the Japanese Garden.
 
Meanwhile, NPDC asserts that the said project would be a big help to the peddlers, especially now that they have a lot in store for the public. This Holy Week, NPDC is prepping up Rizal Park for the Filipinos who opt to celebrate the Holy Week within the Metro. They also have plans to celebrate National Labor Day on May 1, Independence Day on June 12, and Rizal’s 150th Birthday on June 19, 2011.

