Chinese New Year at Rizal Park
The National Parks Development Committee (NPDC) will celebrate the Chinese New Year at Rizal Park. The celebration of this event will be held in Quirino Grandstand and Elevated Area on February 2, 2011 at 4:00 pm. There will be a Grand Parade from Binondo to Rizal Park Quirino Grandstand. Expected guests are Secretary of Tourism Alberto Lim, Mayor of Manila Alfredo Lim and the Chinese representatives. Program of activities includes cultural performances from different Manila schools showcasing both Chinese and Filipino dances.
Park goers can also expect dragon dances, lion dances, bazaars offering Chinese-Filipino food and products, and a fireworks display to welcome the “Year of the Rabbit.”
“It will be an exchange of cultures. We want to introduce to the generation now that the Chinese New Year is also very Filipino,” NPDC Executive Director Juliet H. Villegas said. An estimated 500,000 people are expected to attend the countdown, she added.
This would be the first time that the Chinese New Year countdown celebration would be held at Rizal Park. Past years have seen the activities concentrated in Binondo, said Ruben Co, chair of the Federation of Filipino Chinese Alumni Associations Inc. and overall organizer of the event.

